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When they have withdrawn Mass is said, at which
all the Christians are present,—the men being placed
on one side and the women on the other. We also
say our prayers, which are followed by an instruc-
tion, after which each one goes to his work; then
we are busy with visiting the sick, giving them the
necessary remedies, instructing them, and consoling
those who have any cause for sorrow.

In the afternoon we have the Catechism, when
every one is present,— Christians and Catechumens,
adults and children, young people and old people;
and when each one, without distinction of rank or of
age, answers the questions that the Missionary asks
him. As these people have no books and as they
are naturally indolent, they would very soon have for-
gotten the principles of Religion, if they had not been
reminded of them by almost continual instructions.
Visiting the cabins fills up the remainder of our day.

In the evening, all the people meet again at the
Church, that they may hear instruction, offer prayers,
and sing a few Hymns. On Sundays and on Feast-
days, to the ordinary exercises is added an instruc-
tion which is given after Vespers. The fervor with
which these good Neophytes repair to the Church at
all these hours is admirable; they stop their work,
and run in haste from a great distance, in order to be
present at the appointed time. They generally end
the day with private meetings, which they hold in
their own houses,—the men apart from the women;
and there they recite the Rosary in two choirs, and
far on into the night they sing Hymns. These
Hymns are actual instructions, which they retain
more easily because the words are set to airs which
they know, and which are pleasing to them.



